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Starting point….

GPS systems that transmit the location 

of individuals, without their consent, 

infringe on an individual's right to 

privacy.

We should always remain uneasy 

about this



Human Rights & The Mental Capacity Act 

• Article 2 - Right to life

• Article 3 right – Freedom from degrading 

treatment

• Article 5 – Right to liberty 

• Article 8 - Right to private and family life

• Mental Capacity Act - designed to 

protect and empower individuals who 

lack the mental capacity to make their 

own decisions about their care and 

treatment.



The ageing population

• There are now 11.8 million people aged 65 or over 

in the UK

• The number of people aged 65+ is projected to rise 

by over 40 per cent in the next 17 years to over 16 

million 

• 850,000 people are estimated to be living with 

dementia in the UK, of whom 808,000 are aged 65 

years or over

• By 2025, the number is expected to rise to 1.14 

million. 



Imagine…

• The Management Consultants have visited 

your workplace

• Hurrah

• They think they can save £100,000 a year 

with more efficient heating, lighting & home 

working

• Every member of staff just has to wear a 

GPS tracker for the next 48 hours

• This will tell them which bits of the office are 

most/least used when, as well as the 

average length of employee journeys 

• How do you feel about that?



‘La route de l'enfer est pavée de 

bonnes intentions’



Resources

Liberty
Surveillance 
& protection



The views of older people…the positive

• Being on my own - people felt technology was 

helpful at times when they were alone. 

• It must not replace human interaction. 

• Being neighbourly: People felt that assistive 

technology could promote neighbourliness, 

sharing information on helpful equipment and 

looking out for each other.  

• Being independent: For some, assistive 

technology can enable greater independence, and 

means that they can have more control over their 

day to day lives.



The views of older people…and the not so positive

• Being unsure - about how and when to use the 

technology

• Being old - growing awareness that their capability 

was decreasing

• Being a bother - Feelings of guilt were expressed 

by all participants about others having to respond 

to any alarms

• Using telecare systems involves a range of new 

activities for carers and older people, charging the 

batteries, testing, updating, making payments and 

maintaining contact with providers



Other concerns

• Ideal system for letting criminals know 

when a house is empty

• Who has access to the GPS data?

• Visible devices could create additional 

risk 





Looking to the future

• Japan’s rapidly aging society is spurring 

technological innovation 

• Mimamori - Portable devices using 

Bluetooth.

• If the person carrying it passes a volunteer 

with the free app to their smartphone, the 

positioning data of the missing person is 

automatically sent (anonymously)

• The system also features tabletop detectors 

that can be installed at local businesses. 

• Older people being recruited as volunteers



Key questions

Fluctuating capacity to consent

The balance between liberty and protection

How to manage data

Reviewing & avoiding ‘erosion’ of rights

The fundamental issue of how we care for those who 

are unable to make decisions about their own care 

remains unaddressed

Technology changes roles and responsibilities, and we 

need to find ways to talk about the difficult issues that 

arise from this



Sometimes, you just need to walk


